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UM LAW PROFESSOR’S PAPER ON MAIL-ORDER PHARMACIES WINS AWARD 
MISSOULA --
Greg Munro, a University of Montana assistant professor of law, 
has won the American Society for Pharmacy Law and Geigy 
Pharmaceuticals' James Hartley Beal Award for his article "Regulation 
of Mail-Order Pharmacy."
The $1,000 award goes to the author of the best paper presented 
at the society's annual meeting. Munro was one of 25 people who 
delivered papers at the March 10-12 meeting, held during the national 
convention of the American Pharmacy Association in Washington, D.C. 
His article will appear in the Journal of Legal Medicine, published 
by the American Academy of Law and Medicine.
In his paper, Munro examines questions of health, safety and 
economic competition arising from the sharp increase in the number of 
people filling their prescriptions through mail-order pharmacies 
instead of local drugstores.
"We either need to settle that mail order is the professional 
practice of pharmacy -- in which case the states should be allowed a 
liberal rein in regulating it -- or that it's a drug-packaging and 
distribution process that states should regulate through the Federal 
Drug Administration," he says.
Dave Forbes, dean of UM's pharmacy and allied health sciences
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school, agrees with that conclusion. Another issue is whether mail­
order houses, which dispense medications but not advice, serve the 
public health and welfare, he says.
"There's a whole lot more to the practice of pharmacy than just 
the distribution function that mail-order houses focus on," Forbes 
says. "There's a whole lot of information pharmacists could and 
should be providing their patients about medication."
Munro first presented information on mail-order pharmacies last 
April at UM's symposium on "Law and the Pharmacist: Entering the
'90s," cosponsored by the law and pharmacy and allied health sciences 
schools.
Munro earned a law degree at UM in 1975 and a bachelor's degree 
in history and political science there in 1970. For 13 years he was 
a plaintiff's civil trial lawyer and partner in the Billings law firm 
Herndon, Harper & Munro.
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